[image: image2.png]






1st January, 2021

Dear Parent/Guardian

Sunshine Special Developmental School is looking forward to the year ahead of teaching and learning and would like to advise you of our parent payment arrangements for 2021.

Please find the fee schedule for both Primary and Secondary students attached.

Sunshine Special Developmental School makes every effort to keep the cost of items and activities to a minimum and affordable for all parents.

Financial Support for Families

Sunshine Special Developmental School understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range of support options, including:

· the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund

· A  payment plan to accommodate individual families needs

For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative payment arrangements, contact:

Pauline Kellett

Ph: 03 9311-4804 / Email: Pauline.kellett@education.vic.gov.au

Payment Methods
The school has a variety of payment methods which include, cash, direct deposit to our nominated bank account as per Student statement and EFTPOS which can be paid at the School Office.

Refunds
Refunds are handled on an individual basis upon application to the School.

For further information on the Department’s Parent Payment Policy, please see the one page overview attached.

Yours sincerely

Nicole Edwardes





Danny Smith

Principal






School Council President
INFORMATION SHEET FOR SCHOOLS: 
EXAMPLES OF ITEMS/SERVICES, CATEGORIES AND REASONS

This table provides some examples of education items and services, identifies if they fall under free instruction or a 

parent payment category and the reasons why.

	Item/service
	Category/Rationale 

	Class sets
	Free instruction – if temporarily used by students in class, then can be considered an instructional resource owned by the school. 

	Consumables 
	Free instruction – if consumable materials held by the school (other than cooking ingredients) and are required to provide the standard curriculum (such as paint, tissues, glue, laboratory chemicals, etc.).  This includes materials held by the school (instructional resources owned by the school) and distributed to students when required in class. 

Essential Student Learning Item – where the student takes possession of the finished article and the amount of material actually kept by the student is accurately costed and it is at a significant cost, such as photography, cooking ingredients for home economics, etc.

	Excursions/Camps 
	Essential Student Learning Item – when associated with, but not part of instruction in the standard curriculum program, i.e. travel, accommodation or entry fees can be charged.

Optional item – when the camp or excursion is not part of the standard curriculum program.

	First Aid/School Nurses
	Free instruction – as part of schools’ duty of care to ensure student safety and provide appropriate first aid.

	Graduations/school formals
	Optional Item – not essential to providing the standard curriculum program.

	Hire of text books from school
	Essential Student Learning Item – items that a student has personal possession of for the duration of the subject (including taking home for this period) and then returns to the school (not requiring parents to pay full price for texts).

	School programs to provide students with mobile computing devices (netbooks, notebook computers, or tablet computers)
	For information on how to implement these programs and comply with legislative obligations, refer to the School Policy and Advisory Guide – Personal Devices (http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/management/Pages/personaldev.aspx)

	Performances/activities provided by outside specialists (e.g. ‘incursions’ that are equivalent to excursions but are held at the school)  
	Essential Student Learning Item – when essential to support instruction in the standard curriculum program, costs that are equivalent to ‘entrance costs’ for the use of facilities or equipment may be charged for.

Optional Item – when provided in addition to the standard curriculum program.

	Photocopying or printing 
	Free instruction – if materials provided to students are required to provide the standard curriculum program, e.g. assessment papers

Essential Student Learning Item – when the school is providing a photocopied text or chapter instead of requiring a text book to be purchased and the students take possession of the item; or when equivalent to student stationery such as students printing out assignments.

Optional Item – when it is extracurricular or not essential to providing the standard curriculum program, e.g. printing for personal use

	Student Insurance
	Optional Item – not essential to providing the standard curriculum program.

	Student ID Cards

Student locks
	Essential Student Learning Item – a student takes possession of the card or lock



	Student reports
	Free instruction – when reports are associated with the administration of the standard curriculum


1st January, 2021
Dear Parents/Guardians



Please find below the itemised list that includes essential student learning items (those items that your child needs for school) and Optional Items (that you can choose whether your child participates in or accesses).  

Sunshine Special Developmental School makes every effort to keep the cost and number of items that need to be purchased to a minimum.  We also try to ensure that the costs are affordable for all parents.  If you are having difficulty making payments please contact Pauline Kellett to discuss possible support options and payment arrangements.  Any information about your financial circumstances, payment arrangements or status will be kept strictly confidential. 

Please Note: Additional school charges may arise during the year. 
Essential student learning items (Per year)

	Item 
	Specifications
	Cost 
	(

	Student Supplies
	This includes items such as exercise books, pens, pencils, textas, pencil case, ruler as well as shave foam, kinetic sand, plastercine, play doh, rice, pasta etc for students with sensory needs.
	$40 
	

	Cooking/Choice Making/Sensory/Community Access
	Resources for cooking/choice making/sensory programs within the classroom. Cost of accessing the community eg Myki, Venue costs.

These programs are run as part of the Core Subjects within the Curriculum. Eg. Maths, Science, Literacy. 
	$100 primary students

$140 secondary students
	

	Bus Cost
	This is a charge for students who use the school buses to access the community as part of the curriculum. Your child will not be charged this fee if they are not going on excursions.
	$100
	

	TOTAL
	Maximum amount Primary Student per year

Maximum amount Secondary Student per year
	$240

$280
	


Note: Parents may choose to provide or purchase some items themselves.  If you choose to do this you must consult with the school so that your child has the right items.  There may be some items or services you cannot purchase yourself.

Optional Items

	Item
	Cost
	(

	Camp – notices will be sent home when camp arrangements are finalised. 

Hydrotherapy
	T.B.A.

T.B.A.
	


          Parent Payment Arrangements
Sunshine Special Developmental School issues statements to parents on a Term by term basis. The balance on the statement is the actual cost for your student for that particular term.

Payment can be accepted at the school any time after the issuing of the statement.

If you qualify for CSEF funding this will already have been allocated to the relevant costs before the statement is sent out.
If you are unsure about any information on the statement please contact either Sue or Pauline on 9311-4804.

If you are experiencing financial difficulties please contact Pauline Kellett to discuss alternative payment arrangements.

Payment can be made at the front office by cash, eftpos and credit card.

If you would like to pay by direct deposit into the school’s account the details are below. Please ensure that you put your child’s name as the reference to the payment.

Sunshine Special Developmental School Council Official Account

BSB:  063-248

Account Number:   1024-2213
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